PUDDLETOWN CE VC FIRST SCHOOL


Educational Visits and Activities Policy

We see all staff, learners and potential learners, and their parents and carers, as of equal value:

· whether or not they are disabled,

· whatever their ethnicity, culture, religious affiliation, national origin or national status,

· whatever their gender or gender identity,

· whatever their sexual identity.

1
Introduction
1.1
All schools are required to offer children a broad and balanced curriculum that promotes their spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development, and prepares them for the opportunities and experiences of adult life.
1.2
In our school we seek to ensure that the National Curriculum is delivered to all children, regardless of social background, race, gender or differences in ability. All are entitled to the development of knowledge, understanding, skills, and attitudes. To enrich the curriculum for our children, we also offer a range of educational visits and other activities that add to what they learn in school.

1.3      All Off site Educational Visits and Activities should be planned with reference to the Health and Safety for Off Site Visits and Activities Policy
2
Organisation
2.1
The National Curriculum defines what we teach the children in school. This is the basis for each class’s programme of learning for each school year. 

2.2
Within each class’s programme of work the teachers plan educational visits and activities that support the children’s learning. We give details of these visits and activities to parents at the beginning of each school term. We plan other activities as the school year progresses, and inform parents of these.
2.3
Visits and activities usually take place within the school day.  We follow the LEA’s guidelines relating to health and safety, and we ask parents to give permission for their child to take part in any activity that takes children off the school site where transport is required. For visits and activities within the locality that can be accessed by foot parental permission is provided through the home school agreement.

2.4      All off site visits will be risk assessed and agreed by the Headteacher 

3
Charging for school activities
3.1
All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum. There are some circumstances when the school can make a charge for certain activities. The governing body has a charging policy that details the full range of activities where a charge can be made. A copy of this is available from the school office.
4
Curriculum links
4.1
All educational visits and activities support and enrich the work we do in school. There are also a number of people who visit the school to support our work. Some visits relate directly to areas of learning for individual classes, whilst others relate to all our children.
4.2
For each subject in the curriculum there is a corresponding programme of activities which includes off site visits or visits by specialists. All these activities are in line with guidance published by the LA.  
4.3
We also have regular visits from our neighbourhood police officer and health workers. These visits support the personal, social and health education of our children. Visiting speakers, our vicar and curate take assemblies on a regular basis.
5
Residential activities
5.1 Children in Year 4 have the opportunity to take part in a residential visit. We
make a charge for travel, board and lodging, insurance and specialist instruction for certain activities. 

5.2 The residential visit enables children to take part in outdoor and adventure activities as part of their PE work. We undertake this visit only with the written agreement of the LA. All specialist activities are undertaken with qualified instructors.
6 Transport
6.1 The charges that we make cover the cost of the journey; we do not make any profit from this. All drivers are required to pass a minibus driving test.
6.2 Where buses are used then only recognised providers will be used who carry the relevant certificates and qualification, seatbelts must be provided. The school will provide a risk assessment for any journey undertaken by buses
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